ONLY three cases have been reported in the literature in which the saprophytic soil fungus Allescheria boydii caused ocular infection (Pautler, Roberts, and Beamer, 1955; Gordon, Valloton, and Croffead, 1959; Ernest and Rippon, 1966) . In the following case Allescheria boydii was responsible for a mycetoma of the left upper palpebral conjunctiva.
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Case Report A 44-year-old male Negro was seen on June 6, 1967, with left unilateral symblepharon. He had been employed as a gardener at a hotel in the Blue Mountains for many years. There was no previous history of trauma to the eye, but in 1956 he had been admitted to a general surgical ward of the University Hospital of the West Indies for excision of two lumps, one in the left forearm and the other in the right ankle, both of which he had then had for 2 years. Histological examination of the excised specimens showed abscesses containing microscopic colonies of fungi considered by consultant mycologists to be those of Allescheria boydii.
Examination.-The visual acuity was 6/24 in each eye with the pinhole. The right eye was externally normal.
The left eye showed conjunctival adhesions between the lower lid and the eyeball. The inferomedial aspect of the cornea revealed an irregular area of scarring consistent with a healed corneal ulcer (Fig. 1) Operation. The adhesions were divided under general anaesthesia in order to establish a deep lower fornix, and the adherent palpebral conjunctiva was dissected free of the cornea. The swelling at the edge of the upper eyelid was completely excised. Post-operatively, tetracycline ointment was applied to the left eye and a glass rod was placed in the fornices to prevent the formation of further adhesions.
VASIL PERSAUD AND J. B. M. HOLROYD Pathological Findings.-The excised specimen was a soft, spherical, grey-brown nodule measuring 1 x 0-5 x 0 5 cni. It had a smooth surface showing many small lobular extensions. Microscopically, the nodule showed a covering of stratified squamous epithelium. The glands of Moll were markedly dilated and their lumens contained microscopic colonies of fungi. The periductal and periglandular tissues showed severe inflammatory reaction with polymorphonuclear leucocytes, plasma cells, and many foamy macrophages (Fig. 2) . The subepithelial tissues at the junction of the palpebral conjunctiva and the skin of the eyelid showed an abscess containing "granules" of fungi with surrounding granulation tissue and fibroblastic reaction (Fig. 3) . Special stains of the "granules" revealed a non acid-fast reaction, Gram-positive hyphae and spores, and a positive periodic acid-Schiff reaction. Mycological Examination. It was recognized that, since the entire lump was excised and embedded in paraffin, there was little chance of isolating the fungus in culture, but conjunctival scrapings from the area of excision revealed broad septate hyphae and conidiophores consistent with the presence of Allescheria boydii
Discussion
In infections with Allescheria boydii there is a preceding history of trauma to the affected area in more than 50 per cent. of cases (Conant, Smith, Baker, Callaway, and Martin, 1954) . Although this was denied by the patient, the possibility of slight unrecognized trauma cannot be excluded. The fungus is most frequently implicated as an aetiological agent in "madura foot". In this connexion it is interesting to note that the patient had previously been infected in the right ankle and left forearm by the same organism. In the 11-year period between the two episodes of infection, he had worked as a gardener in the same environment, and it is therefore probable that the mycetoma of the eye represented a re-infection and not a spread from the previously infected sites. The left corneal opacity and the associated symblepharon probably indicate that the mycetoma of the palpebral conjunctiva was secondary to a previous keratitis caused by the same fungus.
In haematoxylin-eosin stained histological sections, the microscopic colonies of Allescheria boydii resemble those produced by species of Actinomyces and Nocardia. In special stains for fungi, however, the latter two groups of organisms show branching filaments without spores. Summary Mycetoma of the left upper palpebral conjunctiva due to Allescheria boydii is reported in a 44-year-old male Negro gardener. The infection was associated with symblepharon and corneal scarring. This appears to be the fourth reported case of mycotic infection of the eye caused by Allescheria boydii and the first in which the organism had produced a mycetoma of the conjunctiva. 
